MONDAYNIGHT IN AMSTERDAM

“A guitar is a friend for life” according to Eddie Christiani, the Dutch guitar-player/singer who became 90 years old recently. All true-hearted guitarists among you will confirm this.

And yesterday evening that statement was confirmed in a packed Parool Theatre by the Irish guitarist-singer-songwriter Albert Niland. A man who proved that the guitar can handle every state of mind.

Mix Irish melancholy, brilliant guitar-playing with a supple pleasant voice and there you have the uplifting sound of Albert Niland.

He gave a one and a half hour high class solo performance and with love he put his boundary-breaking guitar-work, such as rock, flamenco and lyrical notes, under his Irish roots.

Niland came and played originals such as “Galway Town”, an ode to his town of birth and “Spanish Heat”, genuine flamenco, learned in Andalusia and therefore played as it should be. He varied with traditionals as “Kings of Killburn High Road” about the downfall of the Irish in London, and “The bells of Dublin city” where he gave true meaning to the Chuck Berry quote: “Playing guitar like ringin’ a bell”. Albert started “Sea of Love” on his electric western-guitar and after a long intro with Irish harmonies Albert couldn’t do anything wrong with both the Irish and the Dutch in the room anymore. 

His encore was nostalgic: an impeccable version of “Sign of the Times by Prince, were he recalled to memory that he set out to be a carpenter or an electrician but ended up in music anyway.

A good decision we all thought in the Theatre, for here was a sympathetic, seasoned artist that made beautiful music, both originals as borrowed songs from others, about which he said: “every good musician should rob a song now and then !”
His next gig: The Naked Song Festival in Eindhoven.
And for the guitarists amongst you, Albert plays a Contreras flamenco guitar and switches with a Guild J-200.

Two friends for life: Albert Niland and his guitar.

Hopefully he’ll soon be back in the Parool Theatre or else in San Francisco with Al Dimeola or Paco de Lucia, he is able to. Effortless.

